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Welcome to Honors Biology 2!
	Instructor:

Ms. Spencer

Office Hours: By appointment

Contact: deidra.spencer@sweethome.k12.or.us
	Materials:

Spiral Notebook 

Science Folder



	Class Resources:
Text Book: 

Postlethwait, J. & Hopson, J. (2009). Modern Biology. Austin, Texas: Holt, Rinehart and Winston. 
Website: 

http://msspencersweethome.weebly.com



Course Description

This will be a great term filled with fun activities and information designed to advance your knowledge of the living world. Biology is the scientific study of life which includes an organism’s composition, structure, function, growth, origin, evolution, and distribution.  
This course is an HONORS level course.  Along with that are some responsibilities and expectations for you as a student.  We move at a quick pace, faster than other sophomore biology classes.  In this course there is also an additional emphasis on laboratories and laboratory reports.  
Course Overview
We will be covering 4 main topics this term: 
1. Cell Division 

2. Genetics

3. Evolution 

4. Biodiversity and Ecology 
Grading

Students will be assigned TWO grades for each course: Both grades will contribute to the grade point average (GPA): 

Behavior & Practice
     (25%)

-Daily Assignments

-Group Work

-Pop Quizzes
Academic Knowledge**

(75%)
-Post Labs/Lab Write-ups

-Individual Projects

-Announced Quizzes 

-Tests
**Students must earn a passing academic knowledge grade to earn credit toward graduation. 

Grading Policies 
Assignments:

- If students are going to be gone the day an assignment is due (student activities etc.) they must turn it in before the due date. 

- Late assignments are penalized -30%, if turned in within two weeks of the due date.

- Late assignments greater than two weeks will not be accepted and receive a 0. 
- Students will not be allowed to make corrections for ½ points back this term….

Missed Tests: 

If a student misses a test due to an absence, you must complete the test within one week of the absence. After the week expires, you must follow the same process involved in test re-takes described above.  It is up to the student to schedule and appropriate time with the instructor to retake the test. 
Retakes: 
In order to retake a test/quiz, students must go through the following process to ensure that they have adequately studied and have re-visited the material.  
Step One: BEFORE THE TEST: Students will provide evidence that they have studied to the instructor.  This includes additional study activities including and beyond the assigned study guide (e.g. flashcards, rewritten notes, concept maps, etc.).  Turning in the materials to the instructor before the exam provides students with their ticket to retest. 
Step Two: Once the test is graded and returned the student will show two additional pieces of evidence for study activities.  This includes a parent note indicating they have gone through flashcards, or additional written pieces of evidence for studying. 
Step Three: Students schedule a mutually agreeable time to retake a test with the instructor.

Step Four: Student can retake the test, within two weeks of the graded test returned to students.

Please note that: 

-Only 1 test-retake is allowed per week.
-The most recent test grade will be taken, no exceptions.
-The final deadline for all test retakes is 2 weeks after the test, or the end of the term, whichever is sooner.

Rules
1. Work Together, Don’t Cheat Together:
Copying, or allowing another person to copy your work, is considered cheating. If caught, both parties will receive a zero on your assignment. Tests will be retaken through the retake process outlined above. 

2. Speak at Appropriate Times and at an Appropriate Volume: 
Please be respectful. Talking while others are talking or while I’m giving lecture is extremely distracting to everyone. 

3. Treat your seat like a Disney Ride:

You may not get out of your assigned seat unless otherwise instructed.  Permission to leave the room is mandatory; passes will be kept to a minimum. 

4. No Outside Food: 

Do not bring hats, food, or drink, except water in clear plastic bottles, to class, NO EXCEPTIONS.

5. No cell phones, I-pods, or other personal electronic devices: 

I-pods and cell phones are strictly prohibited at ALL TIMES during class. If I even see them, they will be stored in my desk until the end of the period. 
6. Follow All Lab Safety Rules:

Labs are fun but they can be dangerous if proper protocols are not followed.  Always listen, read, and follow appropriate protocols.
